The specimens sent to England are in two forms. One From this it will be seen that while the mortality of Edinburgh is rapidly falling to its natural standard, that of Leith continues on the increase.
The mortality of the present year has been chiefly kept up at its high rate by the prevalence of epidemic typhus fever. This fever raised the proportionate mortality of zymotic diseases (i. e. epidemic and contagious diseases) from 20 per cent, of the total mortality, which is about the average in Edinburgh, to 51 per cent, in December last. From the opening of the year, however, the proportional mortality from the zymotic diseases has fallen in Edinburgh from 47 per cent, of the total mortality, which was the proportion for January, to 32 per cent., the proportion for May ; and as the fall has been steady and progressive, we have the prospect of seeing the mortality of this class of diseases speedily reduced to its normal proportion. In Leith, however, which was not exposed to the same aggravating causes as Edinburgh, the mortality of the zymotic diseases during the past months of this year amounted only to 28 per cent, of the total deaths, falling slowly but steadily from 34 per cent, in January, to 22 per cent, of the total mortality in May.
Of the zymotic diseases, typhus fever has been by far the most prevalent. In Edinburgh the deaths therefrom constituted no less than 72 per cent, of the mortality of the class of zymotic diseases, while in Leith they only amounted to 55 per cent, of the same class of diseases. Or, to compare the proportion of deaths from typhus fever with the total mortality, while in Edinburgh the deaths from that fever constituted 28 per cent, of the total mortality, in Leith they were in the proportion of 16 During the past months of this year the deaths from consumption were most numerous during March, and next most numerous during January.
The mortality from diseases of the heart and blood-vessels during the past months was greatest during the months of March and May, but no conclusion could be founded on this circumstance, seeing that during last year an equal mortality from heart disease occurred during the spring and autumn quarters, while in 1846 the fatality of these diseases was least during spring.
Inflammatory affections of the bowels were most common during the month of January, and gradually diminished in frequency till the end of May. The same remark was this year applicable to the mortality of all affections of the organs of digestion. 
